Blackburn Cathedral, CHOIR NEWS 1965 !

Music & More ONLINE 40
THE CATHEDRAL CHOIR 50 YEARS AGO

Marian Kitchin, a faithful member of our congregation (and one who was chosen to receive Maundy Money from HM The Queen) gave John Bertalot a photocopy of two pages from the January 1965 edition of Blackburn’s CATHEDRAL LIFE – a monthly magazine which we had in those days, price sixpence.
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MARIAN KITCHIN

(The photo of Archbishop Michael Ramsey by itself makes the price worthwhile!)
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(This article was written some 4 months after JB had come to Blackburn Cathedral as Organist and Master of the Choristers, succeeding T. L. Duerden.)

CHOIR NEWS

– from the Organist and Master of the Choristers.
NEW ASSISTANT ORGANIST’S POST


We are happy to announce the appointment of Mr. E. Haythornwhite as Assistant to the Organist of the Cathedral. Mr. F. Dewhurst, our Sub Organist, will continue to take responsibility for the Cathedral music when the organist is away, but Mr Haythornwhite will play the organ for the parts of the service when the organist conducts the choir. He made his debut at our service of Nine Lessons and Carols last month.
Mr. Haythornwhite studied at the Royal Manchester College of Music and Reading `university, and is now Music Master at St. Peter’s School, Blackburn. When he is not playing the Cathedral organ, Mr Haythornwhite sings bass in the Cathedral Choir., We hope his stay with us will be long, happy and fruitful.

[Present day comment: Of course everyone know Edward and Anitra Haythornwhite today!! 50 years ago a screen had been erected between the East end of the Nave and the Transepts to enable work to begin on the transformation of the Nave – which we enjoy today – i.e. lots of colour, marble floor, clear windows.

 But the transepts were drab and the temporary ‘cathedral organ’ was just a four-rank instrument which we enjoyed for over 4 years before our present grand organ was created in 1969 through the generosity of William and Sarah Thompson of Burnley – it cost £31,482.  

The Thompsons also paid for the transformation of the Nave and the building of the Lantern Tower.]
THREE NEW YOUNG CHOIRMEN

Philip Wilson, Andrew Wilson and Peter Eastham, after many years of loyal and faithful service as choirboys wore their Prefects’ ceremonial cloaks for the last time at our Carol Service last month before being promoted to the “lower” ranks.
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Both Philip and Andrew will sing alto in the Cathedral Choir on Sundays, whilst Peter will sing bass in our new Young People’s Choir (there being no bass vacancies in the full Choir), which will sing Evensong in the Cathedral on Thursdays.

We are delighted that all three young men are staying with us, for not only have they given J. B. much invaluable help during his first 4 months as Choirmaster, but also their long years of service have contributed much to our fine choral tradition.                                     Phil Wilson in 1965

[Present day comment. Philip and Peter are long-time basses in our Cathedral Choir – so each will have served our cathedral musically for some 55 years! 
And Philip’s second-hand bookstall in the crypt is contributing much welcome cash for the support of our cathedral music programme. Thanks again, Phil!]

NEW CHOIRBOY

Congratulations to Robert Fielding, latest in line of a very well-known Cathedral family, who was admitted to full membership of the Cathedral Choir last month. Robert completed his 12-week training on 17th December, and is the first of our present entry of Probationers to have completed the course.
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[Present day comment. Robert is now Director of Music of Romsey Abbey and a leader in church music throughout that delightful part of Southern England.]
Robert Fielding today!

(See M&M online 41)

WEEKDAY CHORAL SERVICES

The music for the weekday choral services continues to grow in scope and ambition. On Wednesdays the service will be sung by all the boys, and on Thursdays they will be joined by our ex-trebles to form a “Young People’s Choir”. At both these services a new set of Responses will be sung which have been specially written to the choir by J. B. The Tuesday services will remain simple, being sung mainly by the junior boys.

101½%

Congratulations to singing boy Colin Eastham who had 73 attendances out of a possible 72 last quarter. No one quite knows how he did it!

The first Probationer to tell the Choirmaster what the deliberate mistake is in this next article will receive 6d.

TWELVE WEEKS FOR A SURPLICE

Any boy who emerges from the marathon training thoroughly deserves his surplice. Many of our present Probs will be admitted to full membership of the choir this month.

If members of the congregation were to poke their heads round the Song School door on a Saturday morning at about half past ten, an energetic sight would meet their eyes.
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In one corner would be a Choir Prefect listening closely whilst a small boy struggles, somewhat unsuccessfully, with the more obscure words of the General Confession (from memory).; in another corner a second Prefect sings the versicles whilst another thirster-after-knowledge sings the responses with a somewhat terrifying earnestness.

A third Prefect is about to take two Probationers (for that’s who the young lads are) upstairs to show them how to process with dignity into the Cathedral, whilst the Choirmaster, pen in hand, is marking up the “Tests Chart” with the latest batch of successful passes.

The rest of the Probationers are either waiting for their turn to be “taken”, or sit staring at one of the many coloured charts on the Song School wall which tell good Probationers what they should know.

“Eat Good Bread Dear Father”

“Crrrrreshendo”

“A dotted minim is worth four crotchets”

“All Cows Eat Grass”

Our present Probs are a very keen bunch (they have to be, for they come to the Cathedral six times a week!). 

When a boy is accepted for training as a member of the Cathedral Choir he first comes to our practices and services as an observer. If after four weeks he likes what he sees (and all boys who have completed their preliminary four weeks period have liked what they saw), he then begins his training in earnest.

This training takes place not only during regular Cathedral practices when the Probs can learn from watching the other choirboys, but also during special “Probationers only” practices, and particularly during individual tuition given by the Choirmaster and Prefects to boys who want to pass one of the 14 required tests

These tests include having to count slowly up to 20 on a monotone in one breath, clapping the rhythm of an unknown hymn tune at sight, singing the Venite and sitting still with arms folded in the cathedral choirstalls for 5 minutes.

In addition to these fourteen tests a boy must have shown that he will make a good member of our choir by reaching a high standard of behaviour and work for eight weeks. 

He must have an attendance of 100% (unless excused by a note from his parents for a special reason). 

When a boy has four “Weekly Standards” he is given a cassock, and when he has notched up eight Weekly Standards, he is admitted into full membership of the choir, provided he has passed all his other tests.

_________________________________________________

Archive!

JB’s Cathedral Choir in 1965

Back row L-R: Norman Eccleston, Peter Crowther, Jim Smith, Tom Wilkinson (half hidden) Peter Heald, Bernard West.

Immediately below: Andrew Wilson & Martin Kay.
Next down: Phil Wilson, Ian Hollin, Peter Eastham, 

David Cronshaw & Tom Robinson

Boys: David Rothwell, David Robinson, Grenville Robinson, 

Colin Hopwood, Colin Young and Bernard Hargreaves.

Front: Ian Harrison, Neil Fellows, Geoffrey Neumark, 

Stephen Hargreaves, Derek Crompton & Ian Hartley






