John Bertalot
Trinity Church, 33 Mercer St,
Trfn.cr:mn, :?( 9 08540

I am constantly amazed at the emotions that

this NEWSLETTER naides in my many friends:

almost eveny time 1 bning out my camena to

captune a happy moment in my Fravels my
host often says, "WiLL that appean in the
NEWSLETTER?" Gefl, 1 only wish all my
photognaphs could. One fniend, necently,
Ztold me mone in sowow Than in angen ithat
he was sovy his photo hadn't been included
Last yean, and anothen frniend wrote fo telf

me that he was veny sowy dndeed that he §

hadn't been mentioned at all. 1 neanfy gave.
up the idea of continuing this NEWSLETTER -

for 1 don't want to upset veny dear and §

close friends who mean 40 much fo me. Buf,
yet again, 1'€L have fo Zahke that nisk,
pleading that the 90% of you who axe NOT
mentioned henein will undenstand; those who
ane included nepresent you all - you arne my
Lige - T Love my Life.

Cetoben 1988

My back deck had been steadily noiiing even
dince 1 moved into this house neardy 7
yeans ago. A splendid young man, who had
been doing some work fon a Tninity cholmman,
came. o neplace i, and on Znd of October
he finished it. Wow, what a difference! 1
asked him if he would do some mone improve-
ments Lo my house - yes!

Six days fatern 1 bought a new cart - a 1989
Coft E - wholly super, glonious and verny
clean. Aften Zaking deliveny of it 1 dnove
AL home Zo Zhe sounds of stereo Beethoven
and Elgar. Heaven wasn't far away.
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Two days Laten 1 met SIMN PRESTN at
Vewarke aimpont (his coming to play at
Tninity Chunch was the spun Zo my buying my
new can!] He gave a brilliant necital for
S and, at a pody aftemwmnds with a few
piiends, duning a Lubl in the convensation,
[ thnew out a 'tenis-ball' remnh o 4ee
who would hit it back 2o me (as is the
customary  Princetfon practice] beating me
all woys up. Sune enough, it happened
again: 1 sadd, "My mothen was once in a
Ligt with Padenawski." My hostess inmediate-
Ly nesponded, "I've been in an elevator
witn the Dubke of Windsor!"

The following week Flammen published yed
another of my awangements "Blessed Jesus"
(from Faune's Pie Jesu), and two days apten
that 1 discovered no fess than THREE spechs
of dust on the back of my new cax: howwon!




Novembesn

Popped doum fo Fort Wonth Cathednal in
Texas fo Lead a 2 day wonkshop for choin-
mastens. 1 wad amazed fo discover thai one
choimmsten had duiven 6 houns o be there!

Two days faten 1 fLeaw 3,000 mifes for a
conderence near Seaiife. My hotel noom had
a Supa view of Mount Rainier, 70 mifes
avy, but the ain was 40 clear and Zhe
mowdain was so fange that it seemed only
10 mifes awy. The confenence dealt with
musical and Litungical Aissues of — the
Episcopal Chunch. At The opening 4envice,
attended by the Preslding Blshop (who
Looked veny tined - he wonks fan too hand)],
we wene preached at by JEFF SMITH, zhe
Frugal Gounmet of TV fame who has an adoring
following of chefs grom coast o coast. He
galvanised us by what he said and the way
he sadd it, nemnking that the Euchanist
should be a £Lavish geast, not a 'TV dimer'.
And to demonsitnate his point he had awanged
an enommous feast fon us all inmediatelyy
agten the service wnich he had cooked
himsel{. Watta man!

At the end of the month Awo more of my
works wene published: "This Joygul Easter-
tide" (SATB £ ongan - fun), and "God of
Guace and God of Laughten" (fwo ineble
voices and hkeyboand) with wonds by CARL
DAW. He Liked it.

Decemben

Collected 750 NEWSLETTERS gnom ithe pruintens
and began to send them fo fniends all oven
the wodd - 1 nan out and had o have
another pruinting!

23nd. Opened aff the Chiistmas cands you
dean friends had sent me - At Zook 7%
houns, for many of you had included Eefiens
which 1 nead as my (D playen boomed fonth
Vaughan WilLiams' symphonies. That was
nostalgia time, and veny precious - thank
you!
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The nealm of co-incidence continued o bless
me with my Ltalian cousink: cousin ELIZABETTA
BERTALOT, daughien of my cousin RENZO, came
o Princedon for a couple of months to baby
At for a visiting Ualian progesson and his
family; it was a pantioulan foy To welcome
hen £o my home where we posed in dnemt ad a
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e/t QAN Al DHONe, Glovan-

MOT OGN o4
ni ("John") and myself ZLaken in front of
St.Petern's, Rome, Three yeans before when 1
had enjoyed ihe most amazing vacation,

discovering a whole branch of my family that
I didn't know  about ("wall-to-wall Beni-
alots"). TIncidentalfy Renzo, who was fust
netining as ihe secnetany of ihe Ifalian
Bible Society, fofd me that he had published
my fowr Bible Songs which 1 had composed fox
him; Zthey were penfonmed at a gatherning of
the Wnkldensian Chunch a few monihs fLaten.

On Chuistmas Eve we sang Darke in F with
Bumpet descants to celebrate the centennial
of HAROLD DARKE'S binth - he was my dean
ongan teachen many yeans ago at ithe Royak
College of Music, and T Zneasure a wam
piendship with his son, Michael. (See
Laten on).




Spent a very happy few days with BOB & ANN
BURTON in Lexingfon, Kentfucky. The {Last
Lime 1 stayed with them, in 1976, cousin
Andy was with me (then a finst yean medical
Audent]. My hosts put me in the same

bednoom - nostalgia time, again! Amwn showed
me nhen childnen's clothing 4stone,
Cracke! 1

"Andmal

name i 'No', said Bob,
saing, 'Sacha, no!"

Januany 1989

"because 1 keep on

1989

Led a Bible Atudy at GEORGE & KINNY GALLUPS'
Lovely home; 29 people were thene - wow!
(These Aimnegular monthly gathenings bless
me considenably - not Least because of the
intelligent input of s0 many of those who
come. )

Godson/cousin PETER calfed me from England
o say that he had fust become a fathen.
His wige, NOREEN had produced SEBASTIAN - a
thonoughly English boy, for Noreen had
Mayed with hen in-faws (my cousins DICK £
SHEILA in Reigate) forn thnee months fust o

3"1;5 1 should die tonight, what woufd happen

make sure. (Peten and Noreen Live in Zambia,
in an almost inaccessible pant of that pant
of Adnica; At was good, thereforne, a faw
days faten to neceive anothen call grom
Pete and o hean Sebastian gungling over
the trnans Atlantic Line as well.)

Two days Laten 1 flew Zo Columbia, South
Canolina, Ho KLead yel another ﬂw-a‘ay
umk.éhop on training childwen o Aing and

1o sight-sing. It gave me the greatest foy

LOWRY (L) and my fmtm, BRENDA PRUTTT, but
also to meet fon the 4inst Lime ROBERT
POWELL, whose setiling of the Glonia is Aung
Ain almost eveny Episcopal Chunch in the USA
almost every Sunday. He was kind enough Zo
Say That his choin also sings my music!

Three days Loten 1 neceived a Retien gnom
cousin ANDY in New Zeakland fo say that his
WENDY had fust given binth Zo CHLOE. The
nelations ane expanding at an alanming, yet
pleasing nate! Chloe has the distinction of
being the 4inst gind fo be bomn .in the
pamily forn 66 yeans! How have we suwrvived?

Disasten stnuck fwice in one day: my Lovely
new car was dented in TWO car parnks on the
same. day - calamity!

Four days Laten something happened fo me
the Like of which I'd only nead about: 1 §
was enjoylng a duink at a pady in the
Rectorn's home, when a man came up fo me,
whom 1 knew well, also with dnink in hand,
and said, agter some preliminany nemuks,




Lo me?" Fast thinking was in onder, and a
very clean Astatement of the Good News o4
the Godpel was delivered- he seemed pleased,
and went off elseawhere. 1 had anothen

Two days agtern that my young builden, John
Kwegen - who'd been gitting a couple of
double glass doons Lo my house since finish-
ing the deck, fofd me that he was about to
sant on the kitchen. So T moved evenything
out (what a mess!) and prepwred myself for
the camping Life for a few weeks.

Februany

Znd: JOHN KRUEGER began o dismantle my ofd
kitchen. The next mowning 1 nead, in my
Bible study, Haggail 1:9 - "Your only concern
Ab yourn own gine home!

The same day it was awounced that a flu
epddemic had hit the USA: 10,000 students
from the Univensity of Pewsylvania were
off 4sdck! (When Amernicans do something,
they sune do it wholesale!)

Ever since T came to the USA in 1983 CHARLES
WERS (onganist of CLitheroe Parish Chunch)
had been twing fopersuade me to wiite a
negulan senies of anticles for Musical
Opinion. Finally 1 got dowm 1o it and
miled my §inst offening - which included a
photoghaph  of STEPHEN CLEOBURY  (King's
College, Cambridge) and myself .in Texas
Last yean, weaning stetsons. 1 gathened,
Later on, that Hhis photograph caused some-
ing of a mild sensation in English musical
cdneles!

Thiee weeks agten John Knuegen had moved
indo the kitchen he had almost {inished -
Uow, what a difference he'd made! Lovely
hand-made. cupboands — and senving  aneas,
Lights, eggiciency and glony as dar as the
eye could see; he'd often stayed wntif
midnight uping to complete his task quick-
Ly. (The 'Little jobs' of #inishing took
Longer - but my camping days were over. )

Manch

Led a one-day workshop at Westminstern Choin
College (WCC) in Puinceton on haw Fo teach
chikdren o sight sing. 1t was attended by
40 choimmastens who had driven grom eight
States - T was staggened! Six of Tninity's
excellent boys helped me - demonstrating
Just what they can do - even T was impress-
ed!

Two days Laten 1 uwas ovewhelmed, twice, by
the beauty of my kitchen. (1t's aff MINE!)
The next momning 1 nead in my Bible (2
Samuel 7:29) "Now be’ pleased to bless the
house of your servant." Ves, indeed!

For 4ome ZLime Geonge and Kimy Gallup,
fogethen with choinpanent ANN McGOLDRICK
had been heen that the Princeton Singens
give a concent in aid of the Crisis Ministry
- a focakl chunch onganisation which feeds
the hungry in Princeton and Trenton. Things
were beginning to nofl, and s0 we had a
photo session 2o push the publicity along:

il O
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JB 'discussing a point' with (L-R)

ANN
MeGOLDRICK,GEORGE £ KINWY GALLUP and LOIS
DOWEY of the Cnisis Ministny.

ing vacation in England,

A few days Later, thinking about my up-com-
( I wondened Ai{
Tvinidy's ongan scholan, RODNEY AVERS,




might Like o Aagakongerme. 1 gave zZhe

matien due thought.

ent Zo Washington for a gew days agten
Easten o enjoy a break with JOHN & MARGARET
DRAVSON - gniends fnom my childhood yeans.
Manganed showed me. the famous cheruy blossom
frees anound the histonic momments' area
of that most beautiful city. It was a
moment of peace before a dreadful event
broke upon Princeton a week faten.

(Rodney Ayens said 'yes' fo coming 2o
England in August; 1 detenmined to fake off
162bs bedone the sumen - my bathwoom
scales were complaining!)

Aol

The awfuf news broke that CISSY STUART, a
very dean fuiend of everyone at Trinity
Chunch and indeed of zhe whole Puinceton
communily, had been mundened in hen house,
on a Sunday agternoon, whilst we were
singing Chonal Evensong; she Lived
opposite the chunch, and what made the naws
doubly wonse uns that she was stabbed in
the back and not found for fwo days. Dean
Cissy had welcomed me. when T came fo Puince-
fon 7 yeans ago; 1 stayed in hen house bath
when T wad belng intenviewed and also when
I began my fob hene, whilst waiting for my
house Zo be neady. She had aitended a Bible
Study that T had Led only Awo weeks begone.
Everyjone was stwmed. AL hen funenal in
Tninddy hen son said how angy he was that
such a thing could happen, but also that he
and his wife had wondered what Cissy henself
might have sald about the situation. His
wife had confectuned, "Betten me, God, than
dome. young Ihing!" Ves, indeed. (But even
now no-one. has been antested.) The following
day T fLed anothen Bible study - that was
hand, but it uwas neal.

Called ROGER JUDD, 4ub onganist of  St.
Geonge's Chapel, Windson Castle, to ash if
Rodney and 1 could &tay with him in zhe
Aummen - yes!

Received a call  from the Crystal
Cathednak in Los Angeles, whene 1 was 2o
Lead a childnen's choin couwnse in the
summen. They wanted me fo give the sexmon
at the closing senvice, as well as o
conduct the music - Wow!

I£ was a foy, a week ALater, Zo wefcome
RICHARD COCK o stay fon a few days. Richand
45 a dean gniend grom South Agrica - ongan-
8L of Johawmesbung Cathednal, senion
producer for the South Afnican Broadeasting
Conporation and chainman of zhe J'bung
branch of the RSCM ( a Wow 45 in onder, 1
hink). He was over hene Zo amtange a Zoun
for his choin next yean and we discussed
the BiLity of some othen plans (see
Lateon, if Zhene's room) - and came o hear
my choind at Tuinity as well as visiti

T "‘ .
ton, whene he met ROBERT PALMER (Left], he
associate dinectorn of rmusic Zhene, who 44
also my assistant choinmasten at Trninidy:
that uas a happy VAT .

The following week 1 conducted a perfonm-
ance of ELTTAH with fowr choins, soloists,
ongan and onchestna - aften onty ome full
dress neheansal. It was rathen Like dinect-




Ang Tragfic in Times Squane (hainy bur
exmﬂrg]-mm&emndiam;oyw

May

Rodney Ayens coverned himself with glony at
Westminsten Choin College (whene he was
finishing his zhind yearn of study) by
winning no Less than FOUR prizes - ithe
mjorn ongan Schofanship, prizes for being
the best conductor of his yean and the most
mam&ugchmhmm, and also zthe

puze for getling Lop maks in his exams -
3997 out of 4000!

The follaning week JASON WEST amived grom
Los Angeles to stay with me fon seven days
whilst he observed Tninidy's choins and
visited cnonies at Westminsten Choin Col-
Lege, whene he had been a student. That was

a happiky stimbating visit,

He also

j ¥, 2
mamgmgmﬂzhmmmaama&tm I'd

directed the choin cowwse at the Custal
Cathedral; he promised to Zake me bathing

at laguna Beach. My determination o Zake
044 weight uas strengthened!

The week agten that 1 fLed yet another 2-day
cowse fon choinmstens on 'how o Zeach
fwine kids: my hosts wene BUL and Joawme
Greene, in Rochesten NY. Joawne is a pby-
chofogist and she talked o me about hen
specialiy: "1's helpful,” she tokd me," fo
nepeat back fo someone who's unloading on
fo you what they have just said, only in
different wonds: such as 'No one Likes me.'s
'"You're feeling Lonely, aren't you?' This
helps Zhem fo know that you ane nreally
Listening o them.” (Wow - 1 found that
REALLY helpfut.

The day agten 1 netwwmed my Puincedon
Singens gave a concent in Philadefphia, fon
which we received a standing ovation. They
are such a great group - but we were going
Dvough a difficult process - we had deten-
mined, agtern owr successful Towr of England
in Aug '88, to cut owr numbens from 32 to
24 in onden o naise Atandands. This was
causing us all many headaches, fon it would
mean that we would have o say goodbye Zo
many ofd and valued {riends.

The following week NORMAN & MARGERY HOWARTH
wuvuived grom Hong Kong fo stay fon a few
days. These werne guiends of MANY yeans
standing - both had been membens of my
Blackbuwn Singens, afmost when 1 had founded
them 25 yeans before (!) They'd since moved
fo the Last outpost of the Enpine (where
Nowman was Ain the anti-vice squad) and wexre
now en route fo netine back in England. 1%
had been a panticuban foy, Ain August '88,
o see them both at the Puincefon Singens'
concent n Blackbunn cathednal -whaiita
co-incidence!

(My bathnoom scales negistened that 1 had
taken off 14£bs - only 2 more 2o go!)

Tninidy Chunch gave a panty fo say farewedd
{o JOHNNY CROCKER, owr Recton, who was




nelining. A fommen senion wanden, GENE
HARING said, "I've been fold to be brief,
40 T'LE only mention Johwwy's good points!"
That brought doum the house.

June

Trinity Chunch's O8d Chonistens' Association

was gomenky Launched at a weekend newnion. -

This gave me panticubar joy, for, at exactly
the same ZLime, Blackbwmn Cathedwal Ofd
Chonistens' Association (which 1 had also
hefped o found) was celebrating the 50th
anniversany of my predecesson's appoiniment
thene [and also, Ancidentally, my own 25th
anniversary of stanting at the cathednal. ]

May Puinceton's Association f§lounish as

much a8 Blackbuwmn's is.

That same day the Crystaf Cathednal tele-
| vided a perfomance of one of my anthems
("To God Let us &ing oun praises”) 1 heand
about it faten, and was thuilled - fon
these TV programs ane nelayed not onby
Houghout the USA and Canada, but also in
Eunope.

At Evensong that day in Tninity, owt choin
sang my awangement of ABIDE WITH ME.
Aftermands Zwo members of the congregation
came up Zo me and sadd that they'd Like it
sung at thein funenals. 1 forebore o ask
fon dates!

The gollowing week 1 Zmew a party fon
Thinddy's Adult choin in my house. This had
been booked for nealy a yean, in the
belief that John Knueger would have §inish-
ed. The Znouble was that he was S0 good
that 1 kept on ginding othen things for him
do do - such as adding a Loft ALadder,
nemaking my gront steps, and 40 on. The
pwvdy was due to stant at 7.30mm. John
ginished his final wonk at 6.550m. Talk
about Liming!

At the men, boys' and ginds' choin §nak uho's in change of the cathednal's
dimer of zhe season in zthe chunch half, uns nesponsible fon 2his). It was held in
adzended by over 150 PMJWEMJMMYW cathednal's netneat center - 100 acnes |

and thank you 1o foun of our young people

who had each sung in the choin fon Zen
yeans, and werne now going o Univernsity. One
had won a place %o Puinceton (the head
ginl), an_other fo Buown, a thind to Hawand
and the fourth fo Yale! Remankable, but not
untypical of the Puinceton scene. The fast
vee had also been members of my Princeton
Singens - English friends will nememben
these men uk w ourn 1
T 217

My Pruincelon Singens gave thein concent in
aid of the Crisis Ministny, and naised over
$6,000.00 - some guests paid $100 each 4§
thein ZLickets. That was a most moving
occasion, not only because of the beauty of
the singing and the success of the money-
naising campaign, but also because we knew
that this was the Last time that a numben
of owr membens would be Ainging with us.
Thene was handly a duy eye in the house as
we gang owr encone, "You'll fake the high
noad and 1'EL Zake the Low noad... but me
and my e Love will nevern meet again..."

ThanextdayIﬁfmtoCMaagaﬁmas—day
congenence of the American Cathednal Ongan-
ASTS" Assoc. ["AAM"). Tt was notable forn most
congenial gellowship with my fellow organ-
utauhaaﬁzu in grom everny pant of the
USA, but also fon an amzing panty, held on
baord a crwise Linen in Chicago hanbor on
the fast night; what a foy it was for us
all tp see fwo past Presidents of he
Association dancing: Sisten MICHAEL ANNE
SSM, and BEN HUTTO. We cheered them to the
echo. (See photognaph, over....)

The gollowing week T glew o Los Angefes to
dinect the Long-awaited chornistens' cowvse
at the Cwstal Cathednal, and to stay with
Sevenal dear griends. The cowse was nofable
for its supenb onganisation (JIM GILLIAM,
boychoix,
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of fnopical coundtryside, with Lake, glonious
new accommodation in Mexican style, swimming
poof, flower beds which sponted eveny
waeiyaﬁmmm,mdﬁmdwgm
of snakes. The children, in addition *o
sdnging under my dutectwn wene also given
Anstwuetion in how o play handbells, Ongf
Anstuments and necondens, and also hcw to
paint in the style of Monet. 1 was both
amazed and exhausted by all 1 saw and
heand, and surely needed a few days aften— _
wands to necovern in JASON WEST's company.He
Took me,as promised, Zo Laguna Beach whenre
the waten was Aoy but the beach hot! (I'd
taken off 178bs) . That was a GOOD TIME.

(1 also spent, with Jason, a most happy
agtemoon bathing in FRED SWANN's private
pool - Fred being zthe most distinguished
oganist of the Cwstal Cathednal: Zhe
combination of delightful company, glonious
sunshine and oun host's delicious cuisine
made that an agtewoon fo treasune. )

On netiwmding Lo Puinceton 1 had the pleasure
of meeting, at lLong Last, MICHAEL PERRY,
who had wiitten the oniginal of the CALYPSO
CAROL which T had annanged fon SATB choin
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and which 45 now sung on fowr continents.
He uns at WCC to deliver some Lectunes, and
was about 1o Zoke up his new appointment as
Rectorn of Tonbridge. 1 ALooked fomwand Zo
calling on him in his new home a few weeks
Loten. Rodney Ayens and 1 fook him Zo
Lunch at the Local Greek rnesfaunant.

When he saw the Logo on the menu he 4aid,
'Be caredul about this molif - it appeans
on "Hyms fon Today's Chunch" and also on a
book called "The Joy of Sex"!'

That week 1 fed a give day counse,
houns a day, on Boychoins at WCC. Chodin-
madtens had come frnom 15 States for this as
well as frnom Canada, and it Zwwed out Lo
be. one of the most nemarkable weeks 1 have
ever spent, not only because 1 discovered
that 1 could mone than UL 30 howvs with
all 1 have picked up duning my Life on Lhis
subject, but also because of the wholly
amazing redponse of all those present. T
asked forn daily assessments [(as A8 the
Amendcan custom) from my students as o how
I was doing; mwks grom 1 (awful) to 10
(Supa). Most of the cholmmastens wene kind
enough o give me a pretty negulan 10 pen
day - but one, on the finst day, gave me g
9% with the pencilled note "WiLE improve”.

On the §inst evening 1 also Led a hym-sing
in the College Chapef, which was packed
with musicians attending my and othen
cowrses gorn that week. Rodney Ayens played
(beautifully) forn me, and we #inished with
mymyMaﬁAEIﬂEWhE uhich got

a standing M. An American publisher
uas thene, and she fook a copy away with
her. laten 1 wns fofd zthat it had been
accepted fon publication, (Augsburng) - 40
stand by if you Like youn music emotional -
m&ﬁmuﬁdhawﬁa&a@ﬁydmml

e

£.

The following week 1 glew fo Denver, Colon-

m—




ado, Zo Recture at anothen weeh's couwrse on

ntnaining. This uas also a fotaf de-
Light, for many neasons: my host was DONALD
PEARSON, onganist of Denven Cathedral who
nuns an amazing music program et his Cath-
ednal (see a forntheoming anticle in Musical
Opinion about this). Two of my fellow
Lectunens wene RALPH CARSCADDEN, a canon of

Seattle Cathednaf, whose company A5 asb
delightful as his Rectures ane &t '
(they ane VERY stimllating), and TODD

WILSON - a builliant ongan neciialist, who
had us 8iiting on the edge of owr seats
unen he gave a necital in the cathednal.
The confernence uns hefd at a most beautiful
centen 40 mifes frnom Denver in the hearnt of
Zhe Rocky mountains, 7,000 feet high. Oun
heads were in the nom-existent cfouds for
the whole  week. 80 _hoautidul wene ourx

Now Zhis 4is the digficult pant of this
NEWSLETTER for 1 cannot even begin 1o mention
all the wondenful frniends we met, some of
whom Zook days off from wornk to weloome s
us into thedin homes; none of my dear nelations
and Godehildnen ane named and only two of
oun 18 hosts with whom we stayed are includ-
ed! But thanks to everyone we met, eveny day
was a moundain-top experience - 4o glonious
that we could handly stand it! We travelled
a5 gar as Canbisle in the nonth (whene 1
'Anspected' a supenb choincamp - it passed)
10 Exeten in the south, where, in a village
shunch, we sang a glonious hym by Buian
Wen which moved me considenably (nead on).
30 membens of Blackbumn Cathedwal ofd chonis-
Lens' assoe came 10 a pandy with me in a pub
- I met a fowmen pupll of mine from RNCM
Manchester days, ANDREW SHAW, who was playing
the ongan fon MARTIN HOW's RSCM cowwse in
Cantenbuny Cathednal - he invited me o

NN olay the choin in' - what a Pnill: we
' & walked on the Malvenn HiLLs with MARTIN HOW

= lI ' .%' »
TOPD WILSON at 7,0004t

{n The Rochies!

- hene it was that Elgar came fon inspination
= Zhe hills were alive to the sound of music
- and we dined with HARRY BRAMMA the new

W dinector of the RSCM - a supenb chef whose
g powers of Leadenship ane already verny evident
S8 o all who know him.

In Shoreham, on the

DR south coast whene T gnaw up, T was offered
oW (e post of organist of the 1130 panish

chunch - T was sonely tempted - and Laten,

B ALAN THURLOW (Chichesten Cathednal) promised
i me Lots of diocesan work if T should netize
8 back Zhene ~how nice 2o be wanted!

W 1t uns a panticuban joy to dine with MICHAEL
8 ad DOROTHY DARKE in thein glonious old

coltage which nestles, ALitenally, in the
fold of a hill near Haselmene; where we
pound his nephaw, ANDREW DARKE, staying he

’dwmwzdingé. It was hand Zo come back fo

Puncelon agten such a ! n-Zop'
expenience - but the week agtern 1 netwwmed,
Rodney Ayens and 1 ffew fo England fon a
month's totally amazing vacation.

might . Andrew had been a memben of my
Blackbun Singens - and Michael was, of
counse, the som of HAROLD DARKE who had
taught me the ongan when T was a student at
the Royal College of Music 40 years ago.

9



(L-R] MICHAEL, DOROTHY and ANDREW DARKE
Michael told us, over a delicious dinner,
that his fdathen had said, when he was
onganist of King's College Cambridge during
the war, that his ginest chonisten was a
boy called RONALD ARNATT. Dn. Awaid 44
cwently President of the Amendican Guild
aﬁwmmm@eoﬁﬂmm
nusic poguam at Westminster Choin College
in Puinceton. Rodney 46 a pupid of his!

Typical of the wondengul welcomes we recelved
whereven we went uas the neception we enjoyed

Wlith his wife CAROLYN and thnee boys, RUPERT,

house near Blackbww. Rupent sang with me as
a boy in the choin of Blackbww Cathednal,
but T hadn't seen him for about 10 yeans; he
hadn't changed. But 1 had seen Buian and
Caolyn - fon they had come o Puinceton
only a gew weeks begone Lo see thein daughten
HENRTETTA graduate from Lawnenceville School
(just anound the cowen grnom my home!) She'd
| been on a yean's exchange wis{t theme. And

when we visited Judge BRIAN DUCKWRTH who, -
BEN & FELIX, Live in an idyllic 16th contury W2

o sinedch the awm of co-incidence even
funthen, when Buian, Caofyn and Hewiletia
had attended momning senvice at Trinity
Chunch, Puincedon, they'd met one of my
young choinmen, who had just graduated
from Puinceton High School, and these fwo
young things wene now ALowring zhe Grand
Canyon fogeithen! Ho hum! The Duchwonths
gave us a supa. Englysshe Tea in thein ganden,
with cucumben sanduiches, scones with stnauw-
bey famwith thick cream and two sonts of
cake. (Alice and the Mad Haitern would have
approved!) The scene was made complete by
,ﬂm‘%ngzxgaﬁacmmﬂngaﬁﬁ:mxzwdoaaa
T R

e
-l‘:‘

.

—~ e

= 2 < |
we 'caught up' on our gossip, and by Zhe
#lying of the stans and sinipes (in Rodney's
honoun) as we Legt. That was an aftenoon 1o
nemembern !

An almighty swporise awaited Rodney when we
stoyed Zhe night with bishop TED ROBERTS
(formen bishop of Ely and chainman of zthe
council of the RSCM) and his Lovely wige,
DTAMA  Rotfawe diwvwenr Tod nretontod me with |




a Ue (wnich he was thowing out - it was
Zoo Loud forn him, but just night for me!)
He Zhen sat doum next Zo Rodney and said,
"Becaude you are devoting your ALide o
chunch nusic T thought you might Like #o
uethiépmym book which has been in my

family fon over. 250 ygmé.
Lime before America was invented!"  Rodney
was Apeechfess, as was 1! IE 44 now his
most Treasurned possession and nepresents
gor him, and for me, Zhe ovenwhedming
hospitality which we neceived eveny day
grom a mliitude of very precious and dearn
gruiends and nelations. THANK YoU!

I nust just add that we did stay a night in
Windson Castfe with ROGER JUDD - he now
Lives in John Manbecke's house night next
fo St.Geonge's Chapel; & was quite an
experience o have a bath in this 400-year
old ZTimbered house, and be able fo see
fowdsts fust a few feet awy.(Hope Zhey
coufdn't see me!) I was also very good o
see STEPHEN JONES, zhe Succentor of St.
Geonge's Chapel, who had made my Princeion

Singens 4o welcome 17 months previously. We.

quagded sevenal glasses of alcohof fogether
An Rogen's historic 'new' home.

ROGER JUDD, STEPHEN JONES & JB: in fnont of
John Marbeke's house - it's alk Roger's now!

Gloucesten onganist, who was only one tenth
the age of the cathednal - and also 1o bunmp
into a host of other friends - JOHN RUTTER
(who is coming Zo Puinceton in the spring),
JOHN SANDERS (curvent onganisi of Gloucesten)
- "1 Liked the photograph of you and Stephen
Cleobuny wearning stetsons!" We sat behind
ALLAN £ ELISABETH WICKS (recentfy netined
fnom Cant_enbuny) at one concent. "This A4
my §st Theee Choins' 1 said. ""It's my
finst, too!" said Allan. It was supen 2o
enfoy ROV MASSEY's ebullient company again;
he conducted a most musical Choral Evensong
in the cathednal, sung by the massed choins
o4 Gloucester, Woncester and his awn Herefond
choin...we had o queue forn 30 minutes o
get in Lo the senvice - AL was fam packed.

Agteruands we bumped into PHILIP MOORE (York
Minsten) and RICHARD SHEPHARD. "14 At tnue,"
1 asked Richand, "that you compose in Ank?"
h‘pl'eé!ll

An especially enfoyable afternoon was spent
nean the end of our vacation when we vidited
a gormen choridsten of mine from my St.Mat-

Ad we also visited Zhe Thiee Choins' thew's Nowthampton days, 31 yeans ago (!)
Festival in Gloucester - the cathedral was VAUGHAN MEAKINS, whom 1 fast saw on his
celebrating At 900th amiversary (on ab wedding day, Lives with his wide, MAGDA, and
someone else Ancomnectly put AZ,'its 900th son, MATTHEW (why 'Matthew'?) in a cotiage
centenary!') What a ikl it wod o be nean Ayfesbury in the middle of England. 1t
| there and see HERBERT SUMSION, ﬁmr:”nm&y Shook me when 1 saw Matthew fon the




finst Time fon he is the exact age Vaughan
was when 1 finst went fo St. Matthew's, and
moreoven, he Looks exactly Like his fathen!
Vaughan 44 doing wonderful things with music
- nis school choin had just won, fon the
second yean nuwning, the BBCTV "Best Choin"
compelition; he happened 2o have sevenal
wideos of his supenb choin handy - 1 was
Hwilled to Look at them.

Rodney and 1 Zhen drove dounm the noad a
couple of miles to meet KEN ROBERTON, music
publisher, who Lives in the Langest inhabited
windmill in England. He showed us afll over
house (which doublfes as his office) - all
five stoneys. He Ledt us both panting farn
farn behind him as he nan up and doum the
saind - which uns a bit hmiliating, because
he's only 75! (He fooks a young 60). AS a
nesult of that happy hour he promised o
publish my Latest canof "SEE THE BABY JESUS"

- "IT will be the sensation of 1991" ho
Sadd!

But the most extraondinany thing was o
meet, purefy by chance, no Less than three
men who had been chonistens at RSCM couwrses
1 had dinected many yeans ago. Two of them
I met at Gloucesten - 1 fust happened o be
standing next to them. (What about all
those people 1 wasn't standing next 2o?)
The thind appeared aften Rodney and 1 had
played the ongan in Westminsten Abbey; we'd
been Ainvited 1o a paty in the home of
MARTIN £ PENNY NEARY: as we wene going
in, someone else was fLeaving. "Hallo,
John," he said, "do you remember me? 1 wab
a chonisten on a counde you dinected in
Nomuwich Cathednal Zwenty yeans ago!" "Good
heavens," said 1, "what are you doing now?"
"I 'm headmasten of Westminsten Abbey Choin
School 1"

And 40 we retwwed to Puincelon o begin
anothen busy season - the choinstalls are
full to bunsting (we have 75 children grom
8§ o 17 in our choins, with adults 2o

match) with singing visits o Comneclicud,
Philadefphia —and  Gkshington  Cathednal
annanged. The Princefon Singens have begun
in an arazdingly exciting way - betten than
even - and my plans for next Summer are
even mone exciting than the summer fust
gone - Aif that is possible. See the next
Aissue. of the NEWSLETTER!

BARRY ROSE has just spent a week with me,
and has invited my PRINCETON SINGERS (who
have been called the f§inest chamber choin in
the USA) 2o necond a CHORAL EVENSONG for the
BEC - 1o be nefayed, August 29th. We are one
of the very faw seculan choins Zo be 40
hononed, and one of onby fwo USA choins,so
1 believe, 1o be invited - Wow!Please Listen.

Thank you ALL, dean fniends and refations,
fon this most wondenful yearn (and please
gorgive me if yowr name doesn't appean in
this NEWSLETTER - 1 would wish 1o share 40
muny of my moments of foy with you akl...)
My the coming yean for you be  nichly
blessed, fuuitful and §ull of the sont of
foy Zthat no-one can take frnom you. To quote
Awo Lines from that hym by Buian Wren which
40 moved me when 1 sang them in that village
chunch nean Exeten in August:

"Life is great if someone Loves me,
Holds my hand, and calls my name."

Hold someone's hand and call Zhem by anein
name; they will bless you for showing hat
you £ove them, as 1 bless you. .

I
Jm 60.&194\.'
Flec’ 959
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 Blackbum 0td Chonister JOHN MARR genenousty

offened 1o print AND post the England edition
of this NEWSLETTER:40, dean fniends, Ai's
being published simubianeously on both sides
of the Atlantic this yearn -Thanx, John!
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